
THE BIRTH OF JESUS
Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was

sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David.  The virgin’s name was Mary.  And
having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly
favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among
women!”  But when she saw him, she was troubled at his
saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was. 
Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for
you have found favor with God.  And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall
call His name JESUS.  He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him
the throne of His father David.  And He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will
be no end.”  Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this
be, since I do not know a man?”  And the angel answered
and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore,
also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the
Son of God.”1

HIS DEATH
There were also two others, criminals, led with

Him to be put to death.  And when they had come to the
place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the
criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left. 
Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not
know what they do.”  And they divided His garments and
cast lots.  Now it was about the sixth hour, and there was
darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour.  Then the
sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was torn in
two.  And when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He
said, “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.”2 

HIS RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION
Now on the first day of the week, very early in

the morning, they, and certain other women with them,
came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had
prepared.  But they found the stone rolled away from the
tomb.  Then they went in and did not find the body of the
Lord Jesus.  And it happened, as they were greatly
perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them
in shining garments.  Then, as they were afraid and bowed
their faces to the earth, they said to them, “Why do you
seek the living among the dead?  He is not here, but is
risen!  Remember how He spoke to you when He was still
in Galilee, saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered
into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the

third day rise again.’”  And they remembered His words.3 
Then He said to them, “These are the words

which I spoke to you while I was with you, that all things
must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses
and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.”  And
He opened their understanding, that they might
comprehend the Scriptures.  Then He said to them, “Thus
it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to
suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in
his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  And you
are witnesses of these things.  Behold, I send the Promise
of My Father upon you: but tarry in the city of Jerusalem
until you are endued with power from on high.”  And He
led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands
and blessed them.  Now it came to pass, while He blessed
them, that He was parted from them and carried up into
heaven.  And they worshiped Him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the
temple praising and blessing God.  Amen.4

No one . . .
     spoke as He spoke
          lived as He lived
               died as He died
                    gave as He gave. . . .
He gives one . . .
     reason to live
          reason to love
               reason to write.
He is . . .
     the essence of giving
          the reason
               for the Season.
To know Him is . . .
     to love Him and 
          to wish for everyone
               that blessing.
And indeed, by faith
     we offer Him to you 
          the greatest Gift to give
               at Christmastime.

     Merry Christmas from

           Jim & Dale Ash         

1Luke 1:26-35.

2Luke 23:32-34, 44-46.
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